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 In the crux of understanding what it 

means to be an Alpha, one must dig deep 
within themselves to decide if the journey is 
even worth it.  Nothing will make sense     
unless you consult the God that makes us all.  
Not every man is created to be an Alpha.  To 
think that you can put on this Brotherhood 
and the Blackness and Goldness of this    

journey is naivety if you are not chosen.  The 
common thread that we share is love.  The 
common bond that we exude is in           
scholarship.  An Alpha Man equips himself 
to rise from the ashes.  He may stumble, he 
may fall, but he NEVER gives in!  Rise, my 
Brother and command with your lips that all 
mountains and obstacles shall move in your 
presence.  Your faith has sustained you. 

ALPHA PHI ALPHA Fraternity, INC. 
THE PULSE
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Climbing The Mountain
By Brother Rev. J. B. Bradford

Associate Editor-to-the-SPHINX



The President’s 
Corner
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Brothers,

Well, the 2013-2014 Fraternal year is coming to a close. I must say that 

this fraternal year has not been devoid of any excitement. I did not have a 
lot of time to get acclimated to the office of the President since we had our 
General Convention in June followed by all of the activities of the 20th Anni-
versary.

My theme for this year was “Moving Forward .”

I believe we are moving in a positive direction. I have learned that in order to 
move forward sometimes you have to leave some things and some people be-
hind because everyone is not always willing or able to move forward. We 
have made some significant changes in our operations and we will continue 
to make changes to be more efficient and effective.

As I have gone through this year I have seen the good and the bad that frater-
nity life has to offer. I am thankful for every experience I have had this year, 
as it has made me a better man than I was when I first came into office. Even 
at the ripe old age of 48 I can still grow and learn.

I appreciate all of the brothers who served on the Executive Board this year. 
Your leadership and support have helped to make this a stellar year in the his-
tory of PUL.  I especially want to thank Bros. Anthony Barnes and John Har-
kless who served as the 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents this year. Through every 
challenge and triumph they were right there and I appreciate them.

As we take some time off for the summer, I hope that everyone gets in some 
rest and relaxation. Go to the beach or some quiet place, put down the smart 
phones, and just chill out! We all need to be rejuvenated as we prepare for 
the next Fraternal year. 

Let us continue to hold the light of Alpha high!

Fraternally,
Frank T. Malone
President 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.



PUL Continues to Raise 
the Bar in the Fight 
Against Premature 
Birth
By Brother Keith Holloway

Once again, PUL stepped up and led 

the pack on raising funds for the March 
of Dimes:  March for Babies campaign 
for the National Capital Area with over 
$8000 raised so far for 2014.  To date, 
PUL is the top fundraising team in 
Prince George’s County. 

As in the past, Brothers of PUL             
participated in the Annual March for    
Babies Walk held on Saturday, April 
26th at Watkins Park in Prince George’s 
County.  The weather was great and the 
Brothers enjoyed fellowship and            
camaraderie with each other, as well as, 
with representatives from the other      
Divine Nine Greek letter fraternities and 
sororities. There were also many other 
organizations present, such as, the 100 
Black Men of Prince George’s County, of 
which, Bros. Rev. Jumanne B. Bradford 
and Denny Johnson are members. 
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ICED UP FOR THE BABIES
L-R: Bros. Lawrence Dublin, Keith Holloway, Wade Woolfolk, John Greene, Adrian Ifill, Ramon 
Acosta, Rev. Jumanne Bradford



The March of Dimes mission is to         
improve the health of babies by            
preventing birth defects, premature 
birth, and infant mortality. Premature 
birth is the leading cause of newborn 
deaths in the first month of life. It affects 
half a million babies a year in the United 
States. In nearly half of the cases, the 
causes are unknown.!! 

Everyone deserves a healthy start to life.  
The money that the Chapter raised will 
immediately be put to use to develop 
treatments to help babies born too soon.  
So let us continue to fight prematurity 
and help support families with babies 

that may face these challenges today to 
become the men and woman of              
tomorrow.  
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BROTHERLY BONDS TRANSCEND: TOGETHER WITH THE 100 BLACK MEN OF P. G. C. 
Bro. Ramon Acosta, Bro. Keith Holloway, Mr. Emerick Peace, Mr. Walter Kirkland, Mr. Steve 
Morris, 100 Member, Bro. Rev. J. Bradford, Bro. John Greene
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Let us take this time to 
wish Happy Birthday 
to the following 

Brothers:

May
• Bro. Rasheen E. Smith
• Bro. Fredrick Truitt
• Bro. Arthur Cutler, II
• Bro. Rev. John Waymmann, Jr.
• Bro. Eric Norman
• Bro. Dr. John Harkless
• Bro. Carlos Pettigrew
• Bro. Hasan Majied
• Bro. Keith Holloway

June
• Bro. John Turner
• Bro. Jean Accius
• Bro. Gary Hamilton
• Bro. Harold McIlwain, Jr.
• Bro. Joshua Williams

Brother Dale Wright winning two 

Emmys for his outstanding 

contributions to WJLA News 7.  

His work included coverage of the 

Navy Yard Shootings.

Brother Johnny Montgomery 

graduated on May 17, 2014 with a 

Master’s Degree in Business Ad-

ministration.  Please see his 

reflection in the Neo-Natal section.
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Back to the future
By Brother Michael L. Nelson

      On 22nd  April 2014, the Supreme Court upheld a Michigan law banning the use of racial criteria in 

college admissions.  A 2006 referendum was passed by 58% of the Michigan voters that,  “…bars publicly 
funded colleges from granting preferential treatment to any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, 
color, ethnicity or national origin."  A lower court ruled that this referendum was unconstitutional.  This rul-
ing was appealed and the United States Supreme Court, by a 6-2 vote, reversed the lower courts ruling and 
the 2006 Michigan referendum was upheld.  Jennifer Mason McAward, a law professor at the University of 
Notre Dame, put it this way, “This ruling has placed responsibility for affirmative action squarely in the 
hands of the states.”  And let us not treat this as an isolated occurrence; other states are going to follow the 
Michigan model in an attempt to strike down affirmative action.

This certainly is a setback.  The states have not always been a friend to minorities.  Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor, in her dissent, was passionate and forceful in her defense of affirmative action; and we should be as 
well. The question is how should we respond?  For that answer, we need to go back to the future; back to 
our historical black colleges and universities (HBCUs).

Our HBCUs were established primarily to serve the African-American community.  However, they admit 
students of all races and in recent years, some have lost their African-American majorities.  There are more 
Whites, Latino’s and others attending HBCUs; more than ever before.  There are 106 HBCUs in the United 
States, including public and private institutions; community and four-year institutions; medical and law 
schools.  And with the rising cost of college tuition, the HBCUs are a great bargain.  

Kim Clark, in her U.S. News and World Report article states that, “By all indicators, there has been a resur-
gence of the number of African-Americans attending college and the numbers have been steadily rising, 
doubling in the past 30 years to almost 2 million.  With the election of President Barack Obama, colleges 
are more popular than ever.”  

Milton Brown, a graduate of Oakwood University in Alabama and now a professor of Experimental Thera-
peutics at Georgetown University says, “I know firsthand how HBCUs take students other schools will not 
accept, and from that pool can rise very talented students who were late bloomers or came from single-
parent homes or backgrounds of poverty."  

Each of us, individually, collectively, alumnae of HBCUs or not, and as members of our esteemed organiza-
tions, should have an action plan to actively fund, promote, and support our HBCUs on a continuing basis.  

Our HBCUs have served our country well with some of our greatest Americans being graduates of our 
HBCUs.  Too often our HBCUs have been shunned by our community for White-majority colleges think-
ing that a diploma from Michigan is much more valuable than a diploma from Howard University.  If you 
reply to me, “Well it is.”  Then my next question to you is, “Why?” 

This is a challenge.  As Editor of The PULSE, I implore you all to think about this topic and give informed 
answers.  If you would like to see your answer in print, please send me your submissions.  Thank you.  

-Bro. Rev. J. B. Bradford



WE SHARE IN OUR TASKS

Upcoming Dates to mark on 
Calendars:

National Pan Hellenic Council 

Prince George’s County Chapter 

Events......6/21/14 - 6/22/2014

PUL Chapter/APAPULCF     

Combined Retreat

8/9/14 - 8/10/14

Donaldson-Brown Estate in Port 

Deposit, MD

PUL Prayer Line 

Every Monday 
Morning @ 6 AM

(866) 630-4257 Code: 2825528

Study to show yourselves worthy
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We served, despite the “killer” ticks that were on the rampage, this community service project was a HUGE suc-

cess.  Thank you to Bros. Ronald Blocker, Frank Malone, Alex Bailey, Johnny Brooks, Paul Brown, Jerenze Camp-

bell, Lewis Finney, William Green, Keith Miller, Johnny Montgomery, John Harkless, Tony Harris, Charles Hines, 

Antuan Powell, Damian Taylor (and son), and interested candidates and aspirants for your help.  We were able to pull 

together about 10 bags of trash.  You'd be surprised what lies on or around these roads!  Some brothers even saw a 

deer head...antlers and all!  We did not have a bag (body bag) large enough to collect it.  We thought it wise to leave it 

for the animal collection people!

It is always a pleasure to serve the community!  This has been a fantastic year.  The words to describe the countless 

and selfless acts of the Brotherhood cannot be found that would explicitly express all of the wonderful things that we 

were able to accomplish this year.  You all have truly kept me adherent to what it means to be an Alpha.  Many 

Brothers have stepped up and aided in making PACE a stalwart in this Fraternity.  Brothers, let us continue to pave 

the way and set a standard that others will be eager to follow. 

Again, on behalf of the PACE program, I would like to thank all of the brothers that participated this year in all of our 

events, no matter how small or large the task.  I look forward to working with everyone next year, as we continue to 

move the community forward!

MLK, Jr. Highway 
Clean Up
By Bro. Wade Woolfolk

Coordinator, PACE Program

Brothers gathered together to clean up and 
beautify our communities in Prince George’s 
County.



Nine of the 12 candidates for the Prince 

George’s County Council Districts 4 through 
7 participated in a May 7 sponsored by the 
Pi Upsilon Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi   
Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

In support of the fraternity’s A Voteless    
People is a Hopeless People national pro-
gram, Pi Upsilon Lambda Chapter sponsored 
the forum to encourage the Prince George’s 
County Community to be more actively en-
gaged in the political process by understand-
ing the positions of candidates for public of-
fice. 

The chapter urged those attending the forum 
to get out and vote on June 24, the date of 
the primaries in the state of Maryland. It is 
particularly important during non-
presidential election years such as 2014 to 
get the public engaged.

The forum, held at Prince George’s Commu-
nity College, was co-sponsored by the 
Kappa Epsilon Lambda Chapter of Alpha 
Phi Alpha and the Iota Gamma Omega Chap-
ter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  The 
forum was moderated by Brother Curtis 

Crutchfield, news director for Prince 
George’s Community Television.

During the 90-minute forum, the candidates 
discussed their platforms and responded to a 
number of questions focused on the main 
themes of economic development, public 
safety, education, and county budgetary mat-
ters.

Actions by local politicians sometimes have 
a more immediate impact on communities 
than actions taken by statewide and federal 
politicians.  Pi Upsilon Lambda Chapter felt 
it was important to bring the positions of 
these politicians to the public.  

A video on the event was made available to 
all of the candidates who attended the forum.  
Prince George’s County Television will 
likely televise the forum before the primary 
elections in the state of Maryland on June 
24.

Also, a YouTube version of the video is avail-

able for viewing by the public in general.  

The link to that video is 

http://youtu.be/Kw64LPrmsyM.
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Pi Upsilon Lambda 
Sponsors Prince 
George’s County 
Council Candidates’ 
Forum

By Brother Anthony Harris

http://youtu.be/Kw64LPrmsyM
http://youtu.be/Kw64LPrmsyM
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Father Knows Best
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Neo-Natal:  Growing 
and measuring to be a 
true Alpha man.
Reflections by Bro. Charmone 
Adams and Bro. Johnny 
Montgomery

Perseverance through the 

Golden Age
By Brother Charmone Adams

Since a young boy, I have always had the 

privilege of having Men of Alpha Phi Alpha 

around me; from my church pastor to my 

first cousin.  Alpha greatness has always 

been a part of my life.  Although, ALPHA 

influenced me long ago, it did not spark an 

interest until my freshmen year of college. I 

did not truly understand what Greek life was 

or what it meant.  On August 9, 2003, upon 

the beautiful campus of Kentucky State   

Univers i ty, members of th i s e l i t e                

organization were helping freshmen move 

into their dorms. The members began to 

guide fellow Freshmen into the unknown 

journey of college life. Not only did they   

assist, they enjoyed mentoring individuals 

through the onboarding processes of         

college; whether it was navigating around 

the campus, moving furniture, or unpacking 

boxes, they were willing to assist.  As the 

academic year went on, the service never 

stopped.  It made me reflect on my life,     

especially my past.  It made me appreciative 

of the Alpha Men that were in my life be-

cause it helped groom me into the young 

man I had become.  I knew right then that 

becoming a member of Alpha Phi Alpha   

Fraternity, Inc. was a major goal to            

accomplish.
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“Perseverance: the quality that allows some-

one to continue trying to do something even 

though it is difficult”         

 - Webster Dictionary

My life is a testimony and foundation of    

perseverance. I have had to overcome         

obstacles and mountains throughout life that 

have made me a better individual. As a       

father, my journey into the “light” was very 

difficult due to the events, functions, and    

required membership training. The IMDP 

process was very challenging, difficult,      

enlightening, and overall a rewarding      

process. The process not only developed   

leadership traits, but also increased self 

worth and character growth. There were 

many times when I was overwhelmed, but 

the perseverance from within allowed me to 

continue the course and kept my mind on the 

ultimate goal.  For, “Test of a man is the 

fight that he makes, the grit that he daily 

shows, the way he stands upon his feet and 

takes life’s numerous bumps and blows.”  

There were many times, when I felt as if I 

took a final blow, but I got back up and con-

tinued the journey. The true meaning of each 

poem provided me with an understanding of 

life.  As, “each day will have blue skies for 

I’m an Alpha from here on out, and never 

again will I ever be alone, for I have brothers 

everywhere.” I have learned a lot during my 

journey into “Alphaland” that will be with 

me throughout the remainder of my life. And 

many of the principles, foundations and   

characteristics of this great fraternity will be 

instilled into my son. However, if I could 

only instill one thing into the foundation of 

my son’s core value, it will be understanding 

true perseverance.  I strongly believe that 

you should never give up on a dream or goal. 

I would like to give a special thank you to all 

of the Brothers of Pi Upsilon Lambda for  

embracing and leading me into the light of 

Alpha, especially Bro. Scruggs, Bro.       

Bradford, Bro. Hines, Bro. Malone, and Bro. 

Johnson.  And it’s because of the greatness 

that’s within the Brothers of Pi Upsilon 

Lambda that allowed me to become a     

member of the Oldest and Coldest Fraternity 

in the history of America.  The journey may 

have been rigorous, but my perseverance to 

accomplish a long time goal gave me the 

strength to become one of the few men to 

complete the journey to “Alphaland.” 

A-Phi……….06!
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A Reflection
By Brother Johnny Montgomery

On May 17, 2014, I stood in line with my classmates anxiously awaiting my name to be 

called. Upon reflecting on the grace and blessings that the Lord has bestowed upon me, I be-

came overcome with joy as it finally hit me that I was graduating with my Master’s degree of 

Business Administration.  As the oldest of five siblings and the product of a single-parent 

household, I realize that I was truly fortunate to have the opportunity to pursue higher educa-

tion, while working full-time for the federal government.  My journey was filled with ups 

and downs, late nights, and countless hours in the library, but the hard work really paid off 

and walking across the stage was one of the best moments of my life. 

I am grateful to everyone who supported and prayed for me, especially my mother, Katrina 

Montgomery.  She is my heart and has always encouraged me to pursue my dreams no matter 

what limitations society tried to impose on me. I also want to thank the Brothers of Alpha Phi 

Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated, especially Pi Upsilon Lambda Chapter for being glowing ex-

amples of excellence to inspire, support, and push me towards greatness. Essentially, I hope 

to utilize my accomplishment to give back to the community, so that more African-American 

men can avert the prison pipeline, attend college, and become the future leaders of our 

community. 
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Greetings, Brothers!  I am Rev. Bro. Jumanne B. Brad-
ford.  It is a pleasure to serve as your Associate Editor 
to the SPHINX for the next Fraternal Year.   

For more information on my background please visit 
www.profxshonworksministries.com or 
www.linkedin.com/pub/rev-jumanne-b-bradford/7/a
25/228/

Associate Editor to The Sphinx
Editor of The PULSE
202^549^1212

Guidelines for submission (All 
guidelines will be as required 
by The SPHINX):

All photos should have        
captions.
All videos should have credits.

This first edition of The 
PULSE will not be the final  
format as it will morph into a 
publication that closely          
resembles The SPHINX.

Email: profxshon@gmail.com
with questions, concerns, and 
submissions.

1.! News articles: Less than 300 words, (stories, current 
events, or issues and do not have to be fraternity-related).  
2.!Features: Less than 1,000 words, (long-form, in-depth 
on issues, i.e. healthcare, business, economics, law, educa-
tion and other areas such as sports, entertainment, travel 
and leisure). 
3.!Chapter News: Less than 150 words, (latest accomplish-
ments of brothers; chapter as whole; community projects, 
etc.). 
4.!Brothers on the Move: Less than 150 words, (latest ac-
complishments of individual brother, promotions, new posi-
tions in workplace or academia, special honors or gradua-
tions, degrees, etc.)
5.!NEO News: Less than 500 words, and written by a neo-
phyte brother. Article should explore his journey into Alpha 
Phi Alpha; why he joined, any special anecdotes about life 
as a new brother.
6.!Arts and Culture:  Less than 200 words, (reviews of 
books, audio, video and film projects by, about, or on Alpha 
brothers or fraternity issues of concern; must include pub-
lisher, number of pages, author name, etc.) 
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http://www.linkedin.com/pub/rev-jumanne-b-bradford/7/a25/228/
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